Life Group Preparation Notes

Pray First: God, why? Why would you love me? @j“) groups

Daniel Erasmus - Sunday 16 April 2023 (week 1)

Note for the facilitator: As we start this new series: “God, Why?” We see that this is one of the most asked questions, and
one that we’re sure you’ve also asked at some point in your walk with God. These are some of the questions we’ll look at
over the coming weeks: Why do bad things happen to good people? Why didn’t God answer my prayer? Why would a
loving God send people to hell? Encourage your group to be honest about their “Why God?” questions and how we can
invite God into our situations.

Worship: Listen to That’s the power by Hillsong Worship during group worship or your personal devotional time. As you
reflect on the lyrics, we’re reminded that there’s power in the name of Jesus that levels mountains, that speaks of His love
for us and that comes right into any situation we’re facing.

Check-In: Share something you’re personally celebrating that God has done or doing in your life. Or if you’ve invited
someone to church during Holy Week, Easter, or Baptism Sunday, share this experience with the group.

Bible Readings: Deuteronomy 29:29; John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:8-10

Preparation and Discussion for Group Time:

Ps Daniel reminded us that this series isn’t about getting all our “WHY” questions answered (Deuteronomy 29:29), as some
things only God knows, but it’s about us turning to God when we don’t understand instead of relying on our own human
ability. God’s Word is Truth and His presence brings life. For us to know this; we need to be in a relationship with Him.

If you’re struggling with who you believe God is, ask someone in your group to pray with you.

1. Have you ever asked the question God, why do you love me? In 1 John 4:8 we see that God is love and because of that
He demonstrates His love by sending His son to die for us, sinners. Share with the group your view of God, your
understanding of His love, how you see God’s love demonstrated to you, and how this is evident in your daily life.

2. Ps Daniel spoke about two kinds of love.
® Alove that loves...because of the object is valuable.
e Alove that loves... and gives value to the object.
God doesn’t love us because we are worthy or valuable, we all know that we have scars and that we are broken (like
Rachel’s bunny). God’s love makes us worthy to be loved by Him.
Share with the group what stops you from feeling worthy to receive God’s love or how you have come to know and
experience God’s love for you.

3. Why s it so important for us to know about God’s love for us? Ephesians 3:18-19 says that we can be filled with the
fullness of God if we can comprehend God’s love for us. Share with the group what would change in your life if you lived
out of the fullness of His love for you.

Check out and Prayer:
At the end of the evening take time to reflect in silence on God’s love for you, newly discovered or renewed understanding.
Then pray back to God, prayers of worship and thanksgiving for His love for you.

Love God:
e Meditate on this verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only son that we may have
eternal life.”

® For personal study check out the following devotions on YouVersion:
o Why does God love me?
o Always here. God’s love does not waiver!
o How God’s love will change us.

Love People:
® For upcoming next steps in your discipleship journey; like Baptism or serving. Sign up online at Church Center/ the
website.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeMZAU56DBM
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/42-why-does-god-love-me
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/15518-always-here-gods-love-does-not-waver
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/10984-how-gods-love-will-change-us
https://edgechurch.co.za/

